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Katie Gohexploresthe
fascinatingand thoroughly
messy historyoftheorange

cist. Anti-Asian sentiment had risen sharply
during the pandemic, but this was  terrify-
ingescalation. She remembers: “The
morningafter a white man murderedsix
Asianwomen, [ate five oranges.”
Outofthis moment, charged with shock
andhorror, where the eating of oranges was
like grieving, likea tribute tothose who
‘weremurdered, cameanimpulse to trace

Diarmuid Hester

orangess shc heldin her hands.

and raised outside Belfast,
lhechlldnlrm Irishmother anda Chinese
father, ina place that was 99 per cent white;
sowhite, she says, that she could count on
the fingersof one hand the non-white:
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Orange, ichang variety, Ctrus sinensis,
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impactonimmigrant communities of the
early-20th century “orange rush”.

Gohisabold newvoicein Irish writing. In
lesscapable hands, a personal history of the
orange could be an opportunity merely to
‘writeone’s lifeincitrus, toabsorboneinto
theother. Butas the author reminds us, there
aredangersin taking people for plants,
‘which have historically threatened people of
lowrs gericasintheloe i undenty
20th centuries, fr nstance, endeavous

“control,curtail, cull” non-white nnwhmm
astheydid their orange groves. The sophisti-
cation h’s thinking shows itself in the
glimmer of daylight she leaves between
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2 Hartman's Lose Your Mother, and the work
of queer writers like James Baldwin, who
called himself“astranger everywhere™ and

like oranges.
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PoemSnailNotes
ByPatrickCotter

Whorley snail, terrifier inits botanical realm,
ravager of leaves with ts shearingelied
mouth. Its shell protects only against shrivelling
desiccation in adrought. It scabsa snotty screen

s mi

baby, poised

on adaffodil stalk, it is a mobile brown globule
slowly pouringitself, a muddy raindrop, an uphill-drip.

stone or flake of wind-dropped bark toa cloud-high
crow. Forallits ponderous existence it extols no
hilosophi tleast
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